Effect of continuous local microdose norethisterone enanthate on the epididymis of adult rat.
Unilateral implantation of a small silastic capsule containing crystalline Norethisterone Enanthate (NE, average observed rate of release, 17-22 micrograms/24 h) into the epididymal fat-pad of adult rats induced drastic impairment of epididymal functional anatomy in the adjacent epididymis six weeks later without affecting the contralateral epididymis. Tubular elements in the ipsilateral epididymis were highly shrunken with their luminal epithelial height greatly reduced and the lumen devoid of spermatozoa as compared with the normal epididymis (full of spermatozoa) on the sham operated contralateral side.